Sylvius and others recognized the infectious nature of tuberculosis long before Koch discovered the tubercle bacillus, but their understanding of the nature of infection was at best vague. Koch's discovery gave point to the infectious nature of the disease.
In his second publication dealing with the tubercle bacillus, issued in 1884, Professor Koch made a prophetic statement that it would take a generation or more for students to realize the possibilities and implications of his discovery. Observations made by Edwards (1940) and Godfrey (1941) In regard to case finding in special population groups, Edwards (1940) has shown that, when special groups are carefully chosen, a sufficient number of cases will be found to make such studies of value. In recommending special groups for investigation, consideration has to be given to the social and environmental conditions as well as to the morbidity and mortality records of the community. Webster (1941) 
